Principles of mechanical ventilation.
Mechanical ventilation is an enormous undertaking for a veterinary hospital in general and for any patient in particular. It is a team effort requiring large amounts of space, supplies, labor, and time. It requires committed owners and clinicians who communicate clearly with each other. It also requires a significant financial commitment initially from the hospital to obtain the equipment and expertise and then from the owner to maintain the patient. All members of the patient care team should have a basic understanding of respiratory physiology and ventilator mechanics. Clear goals for therapy and end points should be established. If they cannot be met, the goals should be reassessed in light of changes in patient condition. Weaning may be difficult and long, but once successful, it is most rewarding for the patient, family, clinician, and team.